Brief overview of the overseas-qualified pathway to registration
Applicant reads the Introduction guide to understand in detail the pathway and information around
registration and licensing. Applies for Skills Recommendation for Registration .

Attains a Skills Recommendation for Registration with an outcome stating overseas qualification is
equivalent to the National Certificate/NZ Certificate in P/G/D at level 4.

Completes a pre-registration application form and sends it to the Board with all of the required
documentation. Depending on their experience and knowledge of the NZ regulatory and compliance

framework, applies for either Tradesman or Certifying level.

Applies for pre-registration at
TRADESMAN level:

Approved
If in NZ, can work under a Provisional Licence
($86 per trade) for a maximum of 12 months
while waiting to sit the exam.
Sits the 9192 Tradesman Plumber/9193
Tradesman Gasfitter/9197 Tradesman Drainlayer
exam ($290 per exam).
Can do this in home country or NZ.

Passes
Applies for registration as a Tradesman Plumber/
Tradesman Gasfitter/Tradesman Drainlayer:
 $355 registration fee per trade, plus
 $86 licence fee per trade, plus
 $271 disciplinary and prosecution levy payable
per person.
A Tradesman Plumber/Gasfitter/Drainlayer, who
holds a current annual practising licence issued by
the Board:
(a) may carry out sanitary plumbing/gasfitting/
drainlaying under the supervision of a certifying
plumber/gasfitter/drainlayer;
(b) may physically supervise sanitary
plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying undertaken by
a person under supervision as a nominated
person ; and
(c) may test sanitary plumbing/gasfitting/
drainlaying.
(NB only a Certifier can verify sanitary plumbing/drainlaying;
only a Certifier can certify gasfitting where certification is
required).
Once registered at Tradesman level, the requirements to move
up to Certifying level are: 1) to have held a licence at
Tradesman level in the relevant trade for an aggregate period
of 24 months and
2) passed the relevant written 9195/9196/9198

Applies for pre-registration at
CERTIFYING level:

Approved
Can work under a Provisional Licence ($86 per
trade) for a maximum of 12 months while
waiting to sit the APA.
Sits the Advanced Proficiency Assessment (APA)
(maximum cost $4490 per trade – any unused
portion of the assessment fee and materials fee
will be refunded).
APA s can only be undertaken in NZ.
Passes

Applies for registration as a Certifying Plumber/
Gasfitter/Drainlayer:
 $355 registration fee per trade, plus
 $86 licence fee per trade, plus
 $271 disciplinary and prosecution levy
payable per person.
A Certifying Plumber/Gasfitter/Drainlayer who
holds a current annual practising licence by the
Board:
(a) may carry out sanitary plumbing/
gasfitting/drainlaying
(b) may supervise sanitary plumbing/
gasfitting/drainlaying undertaken by the
following people:
(i) Tradesman
(ii) Journeyman
(iii) Provisional Licence holders
(iv) Limited Certificate Trainees
(v) Exemptions Under Supervision
(c) may test sanitary plumbing/gasfitting/
drainlaying; and
(d) must verify sanitary plumbing/drainlaying
where verification is required; must certify
gasfitting where certification is required.

examination(s).
DISCLAI MER: This flowchart is intended as a brief overview. Please consult the Introduction guide for overseas-qualified tradespeople for detailed information.

