
Getting your vehicle certified as self-contained
To be certified as self-contained to freedom camp in New Zealand, vehicles must meet new requirements in the Plumbers, Gasfitters, and Drainlayers (Self-Contained Vehicles) Regulations 2023. 
This infographic depicts a basic summary of the regulations' requirements for vehicles to be certified as self-contained. 
For more detail, please speak with your local Certification Authority – find one at www.nzscv.co.nz or more information about the requirements at www.pgdb.co.nz.

Each of these facilities must be able to be used for at least three days for the maximum number 
of people the vehicle is certified for. Facilities must be fit for purpose and properly installed.

For any questions about how these requirements apply to your SCV, find your nearest 
Certification Authority at www.nzscv.co.nz

A water supply 
system  

that stores and 
conveys water in 
a secure manner 

that prevents 
contamination of  

the water.

A fixed toilet 
that is permanently 

fixed to the 
vehicle and can be 

emptied without 
removing the base.

A wastewater 
system 

that both stores and 
collects greywater 

and blackwater 
securely and 
hygienically.

A ventilation 
system  

that removes 
odours from the 

motor vehicle and 
minimises the 

extent to which 
foul air and gases 

can enter the 
motor vehicle.

A sink 
that is installed 

safely and drains 
to the wastewater 

system’s tank.

A means of 
disposing of 
wastewater 

hygienically to an 
appropriate outfall.

A means of 
loading water  
into the vehicle 

securely and in a 
way that does not 
contaminate that 

water

Rubbish storage 
that is secure and 

fit for purpose.

http://www.nzscv.co.nz
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/self_contained_vehicles/

