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Media Release– for immediate release 					3 June 2026

[bookmark: Text4]Blue freedom camping self-containment warrants expire this weekend
Freedom campers using vehicles certified under the old blue self-containment warrant system have until 6 June to make the switch to the new green warrant system.
From Sunday 7 June, blue warrants will no longer be recognised for freedom camping purposes. Vehicle owners who freedom camp on public land without a green warrant could face a $400 infringement notice.
The change marks the end of a transition period that began when New Zealand's new self-contained vehicle (SCV) certification system was introduced in December 2023.
The transition period was designed to give vehicle owners time to make any necessary modifications to their vehicles and obtain certification under the new system. More than 68,000 vehicles have now been certified and issued with green self-containment warrants.
The new certification system was introduced as part of wider changes to freedom camping laws aimed at reducing the environmental and social impacts of freedom camping. To qualify for certification, vehicles must meet requirements relating to fixed toilets, water supply, wastewater, ventilation and rubbish storage so they can appropriately contain and manage waste while travelling.
On most public land, freedom camping is restricted to self-contained vehicles unless a local bylaw provides otherwise. Councils, the Department of Conservation, and Land Information New Zealand are responsible for determining where freedom camping is permitted, restricted, or prohibited on the land they manage and for enforcing freedom camping rules.
The Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board regulates the self-contained vehicle certification system, maintains the national SCV Register and appoints Certification Authorities, which are responsible for inspecting and certifying vehicles.
ENDS
For more information on the self-containment requirements, to search the SCV Register, or to find a Certification Authority, visit: certification.nzscv.co.nz.
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