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Freedom Camping in NZ: What you need to know about 
certification for self-contained vehicles
For privately-owned vehicles

To find out more about the certification process, please visit 
www.pgdb.co.nz/self_contained_vehicles

Do you want to freedom camp? Freedom camping is when you camp 
on public land that isn't a recognised camping ground or holiday park.

Does your vehicle have 
a valid blue warrant?

You can continue to camp on private land, at 
recognised camping grounds and holiday parks.

Index
CA – Certification Authority
SCV – Self-contained Vehicle
Blue warrants – the old certification 
system for SCVs.
Green warrants – the new certification 
system for SCVs.

You can use this to freedom camp until the blue warrant 
expires, or 7 June 2026 (whichever comes first).

Does it have a fixed toilet?

Are the vehicle's water supply system, fixed toilet, wastewater 
system, ventilation system, sink, rubbish storage and loading/

offloading mechanisms in line with the SCV requirements?

Use the SCV website (nzscv.co.nz) to find and 
book an inspection with a CA to get a green  
warrant (which will expire after four years).

Contact a CA to discuss 
(find one at nzscv.co.nz) 

Ensure your green warrant is displayed correctly 
and its details are correct. Keep your certificate in 

your SCV. You can freedom camp in NZ as long as 
your certification is valid.

You can't freedom 
camp in NZ.
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When your blue warrant 
expires, or by 7 June 2026
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