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Part 1 – Working in New Zealand 

 

Eligibility to work in New Zealand 

If you are considering coming to work in NZ, it is your responsibility to ensure you have 

the legal right to do so. Immigration New Zealand is the government organisation 

responsible for making decisions about the right to work and live in NZ. All applicants are 

encouraged to contact Immigration New Zealand regarding their eligibility to live and 

work in NZ before starting the application process. Visit the Immigration New Zealand 

website: https://www.immigration.govt.nz/ 

 

Legislative framework 

If you intend to work in NZ there is a legal and regulatory framework that you will need 

to understand.   

The Plumbers, Gasfitters, and Drainlayers Act 2006 (the Act) is part of a building 

industry legislative framework that also includes, but is not limited to, the: 

• Gas Act 1992 

• Gas (Safety and Measurement) Regulations 2010  

• Building Act 2004  

• Building Regulations 1992 which also contains the Building Code  

• Building Code and Compliance Documents  

• Standards that are used for compliance.  

Some resources are free to download and others will have to be purchased. Most 

legislation and compliance documents can be downloaded from www.legislation.govt.nz  

or http://building.govt.nz/compliance-documents   

When you hold an active licence, some Standards are free in your online PGDB Trade 

Login. 

For further information go to https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/legislation-hub/ 

 

  

https://www.immigration.govt.nz/
http://www.dbh.govt.nz/building-regulations
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/
http://building.govt.nz/compliance-documents
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/legislation-hub/
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Part 2 – Background 

 

Role of the PGDB 

The Board is responsible for protecting the health and safety of all New Zealanders by 

regulating people who do sanitary plumbing, gasfitting, and drainlaying. The Board’s 

functions are set out in legislation and focus on registration, licensing, competence, 

complaints and discipline, and court prosecutions. 

 

Restricted work 

Sanitary plumbing, gasfitting and drainlaying are restricted trades in NZ as set out in the 

Act. This is to ensure work is compliant with the law and to protect the health and safety 

of the public. Any person must have an active PGDB licence before they can 

legally carry out sanitary plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying work.  

If you work illegally you can be prosecuted, and face criminal charges and significant 

fines if found guilty of an offence.   

 

What is sanitary plumbing? 

Sanitary plumbing is any work involved in fixing or unfixing any pipe, plumbing fixture or 

appliance including; any trap, waste or soil pipe, ventilation pipe, or overflow pipe and 

any pipe that supplies or is intended to supply water. 

• All sanitary plumbing must comply with the Building Code and, where building 

consent is required; the work must be checked by the building inspector from the 

building control authority in your area (your local council). A code compliance 

certificate cannot be issued until the work has been signed off by the building 

inspector. 

• A Certifying Plumber is responsible for the testing, verification and the 

supervision of other licence types (Tradesman, Journeyman, Trainee Limited 

Certificate, Exemption Under Supervision). 

Sanitary plumbing does not include the installation of appliances such as dishwashers 

and washing machines; the replacement or repair of taps, ball valves and plugs. 

 

  

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2006/0074/48.0/DLM397072.html
https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/
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What is gasfitting? 

Gasfitting is any work involved in installing, altering or repairing gas appliances including 

the fixing or unfixing of any gas pipes, ventilation or flue pipes, commissioning gas 

appliances and ensuring their safe operation (including the testing, setting, checking and 

adjusting of safety devices, combustion conditions and controls associated with the gas 

installation and ensuring there is adequate ventilation). 

• Gasfitting includes work on appliances fitted to ships, boats, caravans, 

motorhomes, trains and any other vehicles, and also includes work on gas 

appliances fixed within buildings that are supplied by gas bottles of any size 

• Certifying Gasfitters are responsible for the testing, certification and the 

supervision of other licence types (Tradesman, Journeyman, Trainee Limited 

Certificate, Exemption Under Supervision). Only a Certifying Gasfitter can provide 

a gas certificate, and they must provide one every time gasfitting is carried out.  

Work that is not defined as gasfitting includes work on portable gas appliances which 

have the gas bottle attached such as barbecues, cabinet heaters and patio heaters, 

although the PGDB strongly recommends that a currently licensed gasfitter is used. 

What is drainlaying? 

Drains are underground pipes which carry foul or surface water (stormwater) and enter 

either an onsite waste water disposal system (septic tank) or a sewer which is likely to 

be controlled by a territorial authority (district council). Drainlaying work is generally 

undertaken inside a legal boundary though this may not always be the case. Drainlaying 

work however does not include pipes in the control of the Crown or a local authority. 

Drainlaying also does not include an open jointed or perforated drain for collecting and 

removing ground water.  

• Drainlaying is any work involving the installation, alteration or repairs to a drain, 

including the fixing or unfixing of a drain to an onsite wastewater system (septic 

tank) or any trap. 

• All drainlaying work must comply with the Building Code and where a building 

consent is required, the work must be checked by the building inspector from the 

building control authority in your area (your local council). A code compliance 

certificate cannot be issued until the work has been signed off by the building 

inspector 

• A Certifying Drainlayer is responsible for the testing, verification and the 

supervision of other licence types (Tradesman, Journeyman, Trainee Limited 

Certificate, Exemption Under Supervision). 

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2006/0074/48.0/DLM397067.html
https://worksafe.govt.nz/topic-and-industry/gas/installations-and-networks/certification/
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2006/0074/48.0/DLM396786.html
https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/
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Part 3 – Licensing 

 

Any person must have their own active PGDB licence before they can legally carry out 

sanitary plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying work. The Act sets out various types of licences 

which are explained in this section. 

The licensing year runs from 1 April-31 March the following year (i.e. all licences 

expire on 31 March each year). From February onward you are able to apply for 

licence renewal. If you do not renew before 1 April, you are not permitted to 

continue working until your licence has been renewed.   

Licences are subject to terms and conditions as set out in the relevant Gazette notices. 

View the relevant Gazette notice to see what terms and conditions the licence you will be 

applying for is subject to: https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/legislation/ 

 

The difference between registration and licensing 

Registration is when you apply to enter a specific class once you have met the 

requirements (i.e. Tradesman registration class or Certifying registration class). By itself, 

registration does not enable you to carry out restricted work.    

Licensing is the practising licence you must hold each year to carry out restricted work at 

the level in which you are registered. Sometimes people refer to their ‘rego’ but they’re 

talking about their licence.   

When a member of the public engages a registered person who holds a current 

practising licence, they can have confidence that the person is appropriately qualified 

and able to carry out work competently, safely and compliantly.  

 

Certifying 

• The Certifying class is the top level registration and the only ones that can verify 

work for official purposes e.g. sign-off compliance documents for local councils, 

issue gas certificates.  

• They have demonstrated they possess the advanced competencies required to:  

1) design,  

2) manage the installation of, and  

3) test and certify their own work, as well as be responsible for the work of 

those they supervise.  

• All other licence types must work under the supervision of a Certifier. 

https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/legislation/
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/media/1207/competencies-required-for-registration-and-licensing.pdf
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Tradesman 

• People registered in the Tradesman class have demonstrated they possess the 

fundamental competencies required to work in their trade; the knowledge, 

experience and practical ability to install, test, commission, fault-find, and 

maintain sanitary plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying systems.  

• Tradesman must work under the supervision of a Certifier.  

• Under the direction of their Certifier they may physically supervise, as a 

“Nominated Person”, sanitary plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying work undertaken by 

another currently authorised Tradesman, Provisional licence holder, Journeyman, 

Trainee Limited Certificate, or Exemption Under Supervision for the relevant 

trade.  

• Once registered at Tradesman level, the requirements to move up to Certifying 

level are to:  

1) have held a licence at Tradesman level in the relevant trade for an 

aggregate period of 24 months and  

2) passed the relevant written 9195/9196/9198 examination(s). 

 

Provisional licence 

• Provisional licence(s) are issued to overseas tradespeople who have had an 

Eligibility Application approved by the PGDB, and are issued for a maximum of 

up to 12 months while you sit the relevant assessment and then apply for 

registration.  

• A provisional licence holder may: 

(a) carry out any sanitary plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying under the 

supervision of a Certifying plumber/gasfitter/drainlayer; and 

(b) test sanitary plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying. 

• A Provisional Licence holder must work under the supervision of their Certifier 

who is responsible for the work carried out. A Provisional Licence holder cannot 

be a ‘Nominated Person’ to carry out physical supervision on behalf of their 

Certifier or another Certifier. 

• The Registrar may impose any other terms and conditions that they think fit on a 

Provisional Licence. 

 

  

https://www.pgdb.co.nz/media/1207/competencies-required-for-registration-and-licensing.pdf
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Other types 

• Journeyman – this is a registration class for people who have completed their NZ 

qualification but not yet passed the Tradesman registration exam(s). They can 

carry out restricted work under the supervision of their Certifier.  

• Trainee Limited Certificate – these are people who are currently enrolled for the 

NZ qualification(s) with a training provider (i.e. doing an apprenticeship). They 

can carry out restricted work under the supervision of their Certifier. For the first 

12 months they work under this authorisation, they must only work in the direct 

presence of their Certifier.   

• Exemption Under Supervision – these people are not qualified, and not in an 

apprenticeship. Often labourers will work under these. It is not a pathway to 

registration. They must work under the supervision of their Certifier. In all three 

trades, for the first 24 months they work under this authorisation, they must only 

work in the direct presence of their Certifier. In the gasfitting trade, they cannot 

work on live gas. 
 

Part 4 – Fees 

While the Board is established by statute and required to carry out work to protect public 

health and safety, its revenue is received solely from the fees and levies charged to 

tradespeople. You can view the full list of fees here https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/fees/ 

 

Part 5 – Requirements  
  

1. “Category A” from The Skills Organisation 
• The Skills Organisation is an industry training organisation that carries out the 

assessment of overseas qualifications on behalf of the PGDB. They assess your 

overseas qualifications to ensure you have the same competencies of the NZ 

Certificates in Plumbing/Gasfitting/Drainlaying (Level 4). 

• If your overseas qualifications are the equivalent of the NZ qualification, you’ll 

be issued with a “Category A” which means you can choose to pursue either 

Tradesman or Certifying level registration with us. You don’t need to be in NZ 

to apply for the “Category A”.  

• Go to https://skills.org.nz/skills-recognition/plumbing-gasfitting-drainlaying/ 

for further information on the “Category A” Skills Recognition process. Note 

that you must apply for one trade at a time.  

  

https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/fees/
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/media/1207/competencies-required-for-registration-and-licensing.pdf
https://skills.org.nz/skills-recognition/plumbing-gasfitting-drainlaying/
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2. Evidence of being a fit and proper person 
• To be entitled to apply for registration you must satisfy the Board that 

you are a fit and proper person to be registered. If the information 

received raises concerns, the Board may seek further information before 

reaching a decision about whether you meet the Board’s fit and proper 

person expectations. View the fit and proper person policy at 

https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/legislation-hub/policies/ 

• To enable the Board to assess whether you meet the fit and proper registration 

requirements, you must provide the following documentation, as well as 

answering the fit and proper person questions in your application: 

1. evidence of your NZ residency (if older than 12 months must be 

accompanied by a NZ Ministry of Justice criminal record), OR  

2. Police Certificates (original, no older than 6 months) from you country of 

citizenship (unless you can provide satisfactory evidence you have never lived 

there), AND from any country you have lived in for 12 months or more 

(whether in one visit or intermittently) in the last 10 years. To find out how to 

get the correct Police Certificate for the relevant countries, visit 

https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/apply-for-a-visa/tools-

and-information/tools/police-certificates 

 

3. PGDB Eligibility Application 
• Once you have the above criteria, go to https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/help-for-

overseas-tradespeople/ and print off the Eligibility Application at the level you 

want to pursue registration in, either Tradesman or Certifying.  

• You will need to consider which level you want to apply for depending on your 

experience and knowledge of the NZ regulatory and compliance framework. Read 

the competencies on our website 

https://www.pgdb.co.nz/media/1207/competencies-required-for-registration-

and-licensing.pdf  
• Note if you want to apply for Certifying level, you must provide further 

documentation with your Eligibility Application. More information is in section 7.  
  

https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/legislation-hub/policies/
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/apply-for-a-visa/tools-and-information/tools/police-certificates
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/apply-for-a-visa/tools-and-information/tools/police-certificates
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/help-for-overseas-tradespeople/
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/help-for-overseas-tradespeople/
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/media/1207/competencies-required-for-registration-and-licensing.pdf
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/media/1207/competencies-required-for-registration-and-licensing.pdf


Get a “Category A” Recommendation for Registration from 
The Skills Organisation.

Do you have overseas qualifications?
Category A is for you. 

Here’s a quick guide to your registration pathway. For full information, read the Intro Guide.  

CERTIFYING

Certifiers possess the advanced 
competencies required to design, 
manage the installation of, and test 
and certify their own work, as well as 
be responsible for the work of those 
they supervise.

 You’ll have up to 12 months to 
pass the Advanced Proficiency 
Assessment (APA), and can 
work under a Provisional 
Licence during that time ($90 
per trade) 

 APA’s can only be undertaken in 
NZ. Current location is 
Hamilton. Maximum cost is 
$4490 per trade. 

Apply for Certifying registration 
and first licence (ca. $750) 

Then you can send us an Eligibility Application where you choose which level 
(and requirements) you will work towards based on your skills and experience and the 

costs involved. 

TRADESMAN 

Tradesman possess the fundamental 
competencies required to work in their 
trade (the knowledge, experience and 
practical ability to install, test, 
commission, fault-find, and maintain p/g/d 
systems). They must work at all times 
under the supervision of a Certifier. 

 You’ll have up to 12 months to pass 
the Tradesman theory exam(s), and 
can work under a Provisional Licence 
during that time ($90 per trade)

 Cost is $350 per exam
 Can potentially sit exam in home 

country

Apply for Tradesman registration 
and first licence (ca. $750)

Note: Once registered at Tradesman level, 
the requirements to move up to Certifying 
level are: 

1) to have held a licence at Tradesman 
level in the relevant trade for an 
aggregate period of not less  than 24 
months and 
2) passed the relevant written Certifying 
examination(s).

Either:
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Part 6 – applying for Tradesman level 

 

Once we approve your Eligibility Application, you will be notified by letter that you are 

on the pathway to Tradesman registration, and provided with an application form to 

apply for a Provisional Licence in the relevant trade(s). A Provisional Licence enables 

you to undertake sanitary plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying work for up to a maximum of 

12 months while you complete the Board’s electronic examination(s) and apply for 

Tradesman registration.  

 

The Board’s electronic Tradesman examination(s) 

The Board’s 9192 Tradesman Plumber, 9193 Tradesman Gasfitter, and 9197 Tradesman 

Drainlayer examinations are three-hour theoretical examinations held in assessment 

centres throughout New Zealand.  

Visit https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/exam-info/ for all exam information. 

It may be possible for overseas tradespeople who have been approved for Eligibility to 

sit the Board’s examinations outside NZ. Please see the Board’s policy on examinations 

for further information regarding the conditions for this: 

https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/legislation/ 

 

Applying for registration as a Tradesman 

Once you pass the electronic examination(s), you can print off the registration 

application from https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/registration/ and send to us for 

processing. Depending on how much time has passed, you may need to supply current 

Police Certificates with your registration application.  

 

Note: once you’re registered at Tradesman level, the requirements to move up to 

Certifying level are to:  

1) have held a licence at Tradesman level in the relevant trade for an aggregate period 

of 24 months and  

2) passed the relevant written 9195/9196/9198 examination(s). 

  

https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/exam-info/
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/legislation/
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/registration/
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Part 7 – applying for Certifying level 

 

Evidence of work history 

With your Eligibility Application you must provide specific evidence of work you have 

done which demonstrates you have the skills, experience, and ability of the 

competencies required for Certifying level in the relevant trade:  

• Plumbing - minimum of 6 years working full-time  

• Gasfitting - minimum of 6 years working full-time  

• Drainlaying - minimum of 4 years working full-time  

 

The kinds of evidence the Board will accept:  

1. Letter(s) from current/past employer(s) or supervisor(s) which list details of the 

exact types of sanitary plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying work that you carried 

out, and specify your exact dates of employment (dd/mm/yyyy to dd/mm/yyyy) 

• NB Any letters must be on letterhead, dated and signed by the author. 

• NB Where possible, they should provide evidence to support what they are 

saying such as copies of employment agreements, wage records, and job 

records.  

2. If you were self-employed, you can use letters from regular clients, or 

inspectors, which list details of the exact types of sanitary 

plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying work that you carried out, and specify your 

exact dates of work (dd/mm/yyyy to dd/mm/yyyy) 

• NB Any letters must be on letterhead, dated and signed by the author. 

• NB When supplying letters from regular clients, provide at least three 

different clients.  

3. Letters from territorial authorities which have inspected and approved your work. 

They must list details of the exact types of sanitary 

plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying work you carried out that they inspected and 

approved and specify dates of inspection (dd/mm/yyyy) 

• NB Any letters must be on letterhead, dated and signed by the author. 

• NB they should provide any evidence they have to support what they are 

saying such as inspection records, producer statements, and other Building 

Code compliance documentation. 

 

https://www.pgdb.co.nz/media/1207/competencies-required-for-registration-and-licensing.pdf
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Eligibility Application 

Once we approve your application, you will be notified by letter and provided with a 

Provisional Licence application form. A Provisional Licence enables you to undertake 

sanitary plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying work for up to 12 months while you complete 

the Board’s Advanced Proficiency Assessment (APA) and apply for Certifying 

registration. 

 

Advanced Proficiency Assessment (APA) 

• The Board’s APA is designed to test the practical and theoretical competencies 

required of someone working in the Certifying class through a written and oral 

test and a series of project-based tasks. The competencies for each trade at 

Certifying level can be found on the Board’s website: 

https://www.pgdb.co.nz/media/1207/competencies-required-for-registration-

and-licensing.pdf 

• Successful applicants demonstrate their ability to use acceptable design, 

verification, and installation processes, as well as test and commission their work 

in line with NZ law.  

• The APA is usually conducted at a facility in Hamilton and takes place over three 

consecutive 8-hour days:   

o Part one (day 1, morning): 

 Consists of written and oral questions to test the applicant’s 

knowledge of legislative and Building Code compliance 

requirements in New Zealand and their ability to design plumbing 

or gasfitting or drainlaying systems that comply with those 

requirements. 

o Part two (day 1, afternoon; days 2 and 3): 

 The applicant is required to complete several practical tasks and 

oral questions are asked relating to the tasks being undertaken. 

 

Applying for registration at Certifying level 

Once you pass the APA, you can print off the Certifying registration application from 

https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/registration/ and send to us for processing. 

Depending on how much time has passed, you may need to supply current Police 

Certificates with your registration application.  

https://www.pgdb.co.nz/media/1207/competencies-required-for-registration-and-licensing.pdf
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/media/1207/competencies-required-for-registration-and-licensing.pdf
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/media/1207/competencies-required-for-registration-and-licensing.pdf
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/registration/
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Part 8 – what if I can’t get a “Category A” from 

The Skills Organisation? 

 

If you: 

• don’t have an overseas qualification in plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying (or your 

qualifications are not the equivalent to the NZ Certificate in 

Plumbing/Gasfitting/Drainlaying at Level 4) 

• but have 7 years’ experience in plumbing/gasfitting/drainlaying 

• and are based in New Zealand 

You can apply to The Skills Organisation for a “Category B” Skills Recognition. 

“Category B” will assess your skills and experience against the competencies required 

for Tradesman level registration. You will have an assessment interview and be provided 

with gap training options (at your cost). The cost of this process will vary depending on 

how much gap training you may need. 

Once you complete the gap training, you are issued with a “Category B” Skills 

Recognition and can then sit the Board’s electronic Tradesman theory exam.  

 

The Board’s electronic Tradesman examination(s) 

The Board’s 9192 Tradesman Plumber, 9193 Tradesman Gasfitter, and 9197 Tradesman 

Drainlayer examinations are three-hour theoretical examinations held in assessment 

centres throughout New Zealand (weekly/monthly dependant on your location).  

Visit https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/exam-info/ for all exam information. 

 

Applying for registration as a Tradesman 

Once you pass the electronic examination(s), you can apply for registration at 

Tradesman level https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/registration/. Depending on how much 

time has passed, you may need to supply current Police Certificates with your 

registration application.  

 

  

https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/exam-info/
https://www.pgdb.co.nz/trade/registration/


Get a “Category B” Recommendation for Registration from 
The Skills Organisation.

This will assess you have the fundamental competencies for 
Tradesman level registration (the knowledge, experience and practical 

ability to install, test, commission, fault-find, and maintain p/g/d systems). 
Cost will vary depending on how much gap training is required. 

NO overseas qualifications? Based in NZ?
7 years’ full-time experience in the relevant trade? 

Category B is for you.

Here’s a quick guide to your Tradesman registration pathway. 

 Sit and pass the PGDB Tradesman theory exam(s).
 These are electronic exams occur weekly/monthly depending on 

where you are based in the country.
 Cost is $350 per exam. 

Apply for Tradesman registration and first licence (ca. $750)
 

Note: Once registered at Tradesman level, the requirements to 
move up to Certifying level are: 

1) to have held a licence at Tradesman level in the relevant 
trade for an aggregate period of not less than 24 months and 
2) passed the relevant written Certifying examination(s).
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