
 
 

Response for consumers to Climate Change Comission draft advice. 

 

LPG (and natural gas) is not affected today. 

 

– Gas and LPG will still be available for the life of appliances sold today. 

– Alternative low carbon gas options are on the way. These will allow you to continue 
to enjoy the convenience of LPG and natural gas with very low emissions. 

 

What you need to know 

The Climate Change Commission has released a draft view that new residential and 
commercial gas and LPG connections should be banned from 2025. If adopted, the proposal 
would affect solely new connections from 2025. LPG connections and appliances are 
available today and supplies will be available for decades. 

You don’t need to worry about existing appliances. You can still purchase gas appliances 
today. They will keep working. 

Low carbon gas options are on the way in the form of BioLPG and Biogas.  Once these are 
available for use in New Zealand it is expected that the fuel can be introduced into supply 
without customers noticing any difference. 

The LPG Association will be saying to the commission that it believes that these BioGas and 
BioLPG options will achieve the same emission outcomes - or even offer faster emissions 
cuts and a faster pathway to zero carbon. 

These options mean you will be able to enjoy the benefits of your existing appliances the 
same way as today. 

 

How will this affect me today? 

The Climate Change Commission has released a draft view that new residential and 
commercial gas and LPG connections should be banned from 2025. 

If implemented, this would not directly affect existing gas or LPG customers who would be 
able to continue operating as normal. You can still use gas and LPG! 

There is no immediate impact on sales of gas or LPG, or appliances  that use them.  

If you buy and install new equipment today, you can expect to continue enjoying the 
convenience, flexibility and luxury feel of natural gas and LPG for decades to come.  



Retailers and suppliers can recommend gas and LPG products with confidence. 

 

Why was this recommendation made? 

The Climate Change Commission was set up by the Zero Carbon Act to advise  the 
government about how to make New Zealand net carbon zero by 2050. Net zero means that 
any emissions of carbon must be offset (for example by planting trees). Overall, this will 
require very heavy cuts in carbon emissions - that means much less use of the products that 
emit carbon, such as coal and oil, and even natural gas and LPG (which while having lower 
carbon emissions, still contribute to New Zealand’s CO2 emissions). 

The law requires the Commission to advise on ‘sector specific’ policies. Banning new 
connections is a proposal for reducing carbon emissions from LPG and natural gas in 
buildings. 

 

Is the decision definite? 

The Commission’s advice is draft, and the Commission wants to hear people’s views. 
Everyone has until mid-March to make a submission. The Commission will then prepare a 
final report that will be delivered to the government by 31 May 2021. 

The Commission is unlikely to change its mind about the need to reduce emissions from gas 
and LPG starting before 2030. However, the LPG Association believes there are better ways 
to achieve the same outcome - or even faster emissions cuts - by introducing bioLPG and 
offering other low carbon options.  

 

What about emissions from other sources? 

Other sources are important targets for emissions reductions too. But the Commission is 
required to make sector plans - and the law requires it to focus on New Zealand’s 
emissions.  

Every form of carbon emissions will be affected.  

That’s why we’re working to bring new, BioLPG and other low-carbon technology into the 
blend, so consumers can continue to enjoy the benefits of gas and LPG. 

 

What about my BBQ? 

The impact on devices such as BBQs is unclear in the report. The Commission is targeting 
new connections in households and businesses, including where those connections use LPG.  

Some strong indications have been given that devices such as BBQs and camp stoves would 
be excluded from a ban.  

We’re working on it. The LPG Association is engaging with the Commission to clarify this 
recommendation and how it would work. 



It’s all fine for now. Under all scenarios, you can go on using your existing appliances for a 
long time - well after 2025, and you can purchase new appliances and connections today 
without any concerns. 

 

Should I avoid buying LPG appliances now? 

No. LPG appliances are convenient and flexible. We have been overwhelmed by public 
feedback that people enjoy cooking over controllable gas flames and having endless hot 
water available for their showers. Any appliances you buy today will still be able to be 
connected today, and you will still have access to fuel for decades. 

What’s more - new low carbon bio-gas and bio-LPG options are on the way and designed to 
work with existing pipelines and appliances. 

 

When will I hear more? 

The LPG Association will work with the Commission and the government. We think there are 
better options than those recommended so far. And the Commission has promised it is 
open to good alternatives.  

We’ll let you know more before mid-March 
 


