
                                                   

                                      

Registration exam game changer   

Is dyslexia or a similar learning difficulty holding you back from achieving registration exam success?  

Do you struggle with literacy and numeracy, or suffer from severe anxiety?    

If this sounds like you, or you have an employee that could be in this category – sign up for the exam 
support programme with Literacy Aotearoa.  

Now a permanent fixture within the exam support options – it’s becoming a game changer for many 
(see case study below).  

Providing an alternative pathway such as this does not provide an easy way out.  The standard is 
equally demanding for all candidates for registration.    

However, the Board does recognise that some people can be prevented from becoming qualified 
and registered because learning difficulties can set them back when attempting the exam process.   

Take the alternative way  

Now candidates who know, or think, they are dyslexic are registering for an alternative assessment 
pathway.    

Their possible outcomes are;  

• extra time / or reader-writer assistance, and  
• in some instances, an oral exam can be recommended in lieu of a written exam.  

The costs of the program  

• Literacy Aotearoa will charge a $387.50 + GST fee per applicant.  
• The Board standard exam fee will be charged for each written exam attempt - $350 incl GST  
• Fees for oral exams are charged on a cost recovery basis, where travel arrangement might 

affect costs.  
• Many learning support services offered by Literacy Aotearoa or other parties are free or 

funded by government – however fees may be payable if undertaken and no such funding is 
available.  
Fees for mentoring or learning support services offered/recommended by Literacy Aotearoa 
or other parties may be payable if undertaken and no government or TEC funding is 
available.  

How to register   

Contact Literacy Aotearoa on 0800 678910 or via email admin@literacy.co.nz.    

A dyslexia screening and a comprehensive interview will be arranged to determine the best way 
forward towards registration.    
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You can also contact the Board at exams@pgdb.co.nz if you have any further questions about the 
registration process.  

  
Success – finally, after many tries  
(case study from Literacy Aotearoa)  

Byron* is a Drainlayer who lives in Christchurch.  He finished his apprenticeship several 
years ago.  His boss and workmates speak highly of him and he is respected by all 
customers at the business where he works.    
  

He always does a good job, and he is proud of his work.  There is just one problem.  Byron 
has dyslexia and he struggles with reading and writing.   

Byron has sat his registration exam three times and fell short on all three occasions.  Not by 
much, but the registration examination requires are a mark of 60 to pass.  

The office manager where Byron works said, “It makes me so sad that Byron is so close yet 
so far from his registration.  It has cost him a lot of money and he is no further ahead.”  

Byron’s boss took the lead and made the arrangements for Byron to go through a different 
process to achieve his registration.  He took up the opportunity to use the new scheme 
offered by Literacy Aotearoa and the Board.    

This way, Byron was able to take his registration exam in a slightly altered way – taking into 
account his dyslexia.   

The process was straight forward.  After Byron’s boss contacted Literacy Aotearoa, 
arrangements for a specialist practitioner to meet with Byron to interview him and conduct 
the Dyslexia and Dyscalculia assessment where made.    

In this instance, the interview and screenings were done online, via Zoom, but they can also 
be done face to face.    

The screening confirmed Byron’s dyslexia and when he then contacted the Board to register 
for his exam again, Literacy Aotearoa organised for Byron to have an extra time allowance 
and a reader/writer.  

Byron has now passed his registration examination and can work as a fully qualified and 
registered tradesperson.  His income has gone up significantly.  He is more valuable to his 
employer, and the industry has one more registered tradesperson.  

“The screening cost me some money, but I now feel better about myself,” said Byron.  

*Not his real name.  Name changed for privacy reasons.   
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