
Clarity around confusion regarding sanitary plumbing and drainlaying work in 
the context of the installation, repair and maintenance of water tanks, pumps 
and onsite wastewater systems (septic tank). 

For the safety of people and the environment Plumbing and drainlaying are restricted 
activities in New Zealand. 

Therefore, it is important to make sure people that take part in this work are highly 
competent to do so. Under the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act 2006 (the Act) 
sanitary plumbing can only be carried out by plumbers who are authorised to do 
so.  Sanitary plumbing is described in the Act as including: 

• The installation of sanitary fixtures (e.g. toilets, sinks, showers) 

• The installation of the pipes, valves, filters and pumps that supply water to those 
sanitary fixtures and appliances 

• The installation of the associated traps, waste or soil pipes, ventilation pipes and 
overflow pipes connected with those fixtures 

So, if there are sanitary fixtures or appliances on a water reticulation system it is 
considered sanitary plumbing and therefore all work must be carried out by an 
authorised plumber. 

Drains are defined in the Act as being pipes laid for the conveyance of foul water, 
storm water or industrial liquid waste; and drainlaying includes the installation, 
alteration or repairs of a drain, including the fixing or unfixing of a drain to an onsite 
wastewater system or gully-trap. 

All drainlaying must be done by an authorised drainlayer. 

What this means for work on water tanks is that all drain connections need to be 
undertaken by a person authorised to do so. For example, all storm water drain pipes 
and subsequent connections out of the water tank will need to be installed by an 
authorised drainlayer. 

If the water tank supplies water to a sanitary fixture (e.g. a toilet) then the connection 
to the tank and subsequent pipework and fittings will need to be installed by an 
authorised plumber. 

If a pump that is supplying water to a sanitary fixture fails and needs to be removed for 
servicing, it requires an authorised plumber to remove it and reinstall once serviced. 

In the context of onsite wastewater systems, all drains leading up to and 
connections into the wastewater system will need to be undertaken by an authorised 
drainlayer. 

If maintenance or repair work is to be done on the drain, this will need to be done by an 
authorised drainlayer. 

In summary, all restricted sanitary plumbing and drainlaying work in connection with 
water tanks, pumps and onsite wastewater systems are to be done by those authorised 
under the Act by the board. 

 


