
Rural Sanitary Plumbing and Drainlaying 

 It has come to the Board’s attention that there is some confusion regarding sanitary plumbing and 
drainlaying work in the context of the installation, repair and maintenance of dairy sheds. The 
purpose of this article is to bring some clarity to the issue.  

Plumbing and drainlaying are restricted activities in New Zealand for important health and safety 
reasons. Water reticulation systems can be complex and if not done properly can cause cross 
contamination between potable (safe to drink) and non-potable water. Cross contamination has the 
potential to cause serious harm to people and the environment. To avoid this issue under the 
Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act 2006 (the Act) sanitary plumbing can only be carried out by 
plumbers who are authorised to do so.  Sanitary plumbing is described in the Act as including: 

• The installation of sanitary fixtures (e.g. toilets, sinks , showers) 
• The installation of the pipes, valves, filters and pumps that supply the water to those 

sanitary fixtures and appliances 
• The installation of the associated traps, waste or soil pipes, ventilation pipes and overflow 

pipes connected with those fixtures 

So, in a diary shed, all sanitary fixtures will need to be installed by a plumber along with the 
associated pipes, valves hot water cylinder etc. providing the water to those fixtures and the traps, 
wastepipes, pumps etc. connecting those appliances to the drainage system.  

Like sanitary plumbing, drainlaying, may only be done by those who are authorised. Drains are 
defined in the Act as being pipes laid for the conveyance of foul water, storm water or industrial 
liquid waste; and  drainlaying includes the installation, alteration or repairs of a drain, including the 
fixing or unfixing of a drain to an onsite waste water system (i.e. septic tank) or gully-trap.  So, in a 
dairy shed all the drains (including those that remove the effluent (foul water) from the shed) and 
installation of the on-site waste water system must be performed by an authorised drainlayer.  

In summary, all restricted sanitary plumbing and drainlaying work on a dairy shed, including repair 
and maintenance must be carried out, by a person authorised under the Act by the Board. 

 


