
When may a gasfitter do electrical work? 

A question that has been posed to the board is when may a gasfitter work on the electrical parts of a 
gas appliance like many gas heaters?  

A short answer to this question is ‘only when they are authorised to do so by the Electrical Workers 
Registration Board (EWRB). Working on electrical appliances is restricted work, as this helps ensure 
the safety and quality of appliances in New Zealand. Where a gas appliance also has electrical 
components it is considered an electrical appliance as well as a gas appliance. Therefore, only 
approved persons can work on the electrical components of the gas appliance. For example, a 
gasfitter can work on the gas pipe work going to a heater but they cannot replace an electrical 
component, such as an electrical fan. 

The EWRB recognises that it is useful that some electrical work is done by other associated 
tradespeople such as gasfitters as many aspects of the job overlap. Therefore, they have a class of 
license for associated trade’s people who have the training that the EWRB requires. This license 
allows the license holder to carry out a limited amount of tasks relating to maintenance on some 
electrical appliances.  

In summary, gasfitters may carry out work on the electrical components of gas appliances only if 
they are suitably trained and authorised by the EWRB.  To determine if a person is licensed, you can 
ask to see a copy of their licence, or search the EWRB register.  

*NB: It is important to note that for many appliances the manufacturer has dedicated service agents 
whom are trained to carry out the work on them. If someone working on the appliance is not a 
service agent they may void the warranty on the product, even if they are legally allowed to work on 
it. 


