
Caravan and motorhome self-containment certificates 

Over the summer, the Board has received a number of enquiries about self-containment certificates 
for caravans and motorhomes. Particularly in regards to whether plumbers can and how plumbers 
can certify caravans and motorhomes for self-containment. 

Correct self-containment in a caravan and motorhome helps to ensure there is adequate provision 
for the containment of waste water created by the use of the caravan and motorhome. This in turn 
helps people camping where no sewerage facilities are available (e.g. freedom camping) have a 
minimal adverse effect on the environment. The details of what is required for self-containment are 
outlined in the New Zealand Standard 5465:2001 for the self-containment of motor caravans and 
caravans. 

Plumbing in a caravan generally is not restricted under Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act 
2006. A caravan or motor home is a vehicle and under the Acts definition of sanitary plumbing 
vehicles are excluded from this definition. Section 6 of the Act states, that sanitary plumbing does 
not include “the work of fixing or unfixing any sanitary fixture or sanitary appliance that is installed 
in any ship, boat, aircraft, or vehicle, or any plumbing work associated with any of those sanitary 
fixtures or sanitary appliances”.  

However, NZS 5465:2001 allows registered plumbers to certify for self-containment. In order to 
certify for self-containment plumbers should purchase a copy of NZS 5465:2001 and follow the 
requirements outlined in the standard. Plumbers will need to issue a certificate and warrant card as 
per what is required in NZS 5465:2001. 

In summary, plumbing in a caravan and motor home is generally not restricted under the Act. 
However, registered plumbers can certify for self-containment. To certify for self-containment 
registered plumbers will need to follow the requirements of New Zealand Standard 5465:2001 for 
the self-containment of motor caravans and caravans. 

NB: It is important to note that while plumbing on a caravan or motorhome is generally not 
restricted under the Act, gasfitting on a caravan or motorhome is restricted and must be done by 
someone authorised to carry out gasfitting and certified by someone authorised to certify 
gasfitting. 

 


