
Can plumbers and gasfitters lawfully do roofing? 
 
The question is – who can legally carry out roofing work? 

Essentially the introduction of the scheme means, that anyone carrying out or 
supervising restricted building work must be licensed building practitioners. 

 
However ... 
 
The Building (Designation of Building Work Licensing Classes) Order 2010 has deemed a 
craftsman (certifying) plumber/gasfitter or registered (licensed) plumber/gasfitter as 
having an automatic licence to undertake restricted building work in roofing. For 
example, metal profiled products. 

The 2010 Order above says, roofing work to a residential unit is RBW, as it involves the 
building’s structure and weather tightness. As stated RBW must be carried out by a LBP. 
 

But ...  
 
The Order in Council (see links to article references) clarifies that plumbers and 
gasfitters are treated as licensed to undertake roofing. 
 

Therefore ...  
 
As a registered plumber or gasfitter, and being treated as if you are already licensed in 
roofing, you cannot apply to the Licensed Building Practitioner Board to be a licensed 
roofer (see links to article references). 
 

But you can do this ...  
 
Apply for a different licence class if you wish. The LBP scheme has many licence classes; 
one of which is roofing which covers seven categories in roof types. 

Being treated as licensed in roofing recognises that registered plumbers and gasfitters 
have the skills (competency) to carry out and supervise the fitting and sealing or flashing 
of pipework, through exterior walls and roofs. 
 

It also recognises that ...  
 
Registered plumbers and gasfitters have the skills to carry out and supervise the 
installation of certain roofs and cladding. Eg, profiled metal roofs and cladding, as they 
have been trained to undertake this work. 

For more information take a look at the LPB website at: www.business.govt.nz/lbp. 
Need more info? Contact the Building Practitioners Board at 0800 60 60 50 / 
licensing@lbp.govt.nz 

Note: RBW = restricted building work LBP = licensed building practicioners 
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